
A.C. van der Tak

Sozin and Velimirovic Vari a tions
Black plays 2...Àc6 and 5...d6, White plays 6.Ãc4

SI 26.2

í Madl
n Chiburdanidze

Batumi  2000

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Àxd4
Àf6 5.Àc3 Àc6 6.Ãc4 e6 7.Ãe3 a6
8.Ãb3 ©c7 9.f4 Ãe7 10.©f3  
A good al ter na ti ve is  10.0-0; 10...0-0 11.©f3
Àxd4 12.Ãxd4 b5 13.e5 gi ves rise to in te res -
ting po si ti ons. The books will tell you more.
10...Àxd4 11.Ãxd4 b5 12.e5
Sharp play! Good for Black is  12.0-0-0 Ãb7,
but 12.f5 is also an op ti on.
12...dxe5 13.fxe5
13.©xa8?! is very ris ky; af ter 13...exd4
14.Àe2  0-0 15.©f3 Ãb7 16.©h3 Ãb4+ 17.c3 
dxc3 18.bxc3 Ãc5 Black has good play for
the ex change.
13...Ãb7 14.©g3 Àe4!?
This was a new move in the days this game
was play ed. The books of the time gave
14...Àh5 15.©g4 g6 16.0-0-0 0-0-0, with the
as ses sment “un clear”, but 15.©f2!? may be
strong er.
15.©xg7?
This looks very du bi ous, and the re fu ta ti on
duly fol lows. Sim ply 15.Àxe4 Ãxe4  16.0-0
 0-0 re sul ted in an equal po si ti on.
15...0-0-0 16.Õf1
16.0-0-0 is met by 16...Õdg8, and af ter both
17.©xf7 and 17.©h6 Whi te lo ses her queen
with 17...Ãg5+. No bet ter is 16.Àxe4 Ãxe4

17.Õf1  (17.0-0-0? Õdg8 lo ses the queen
again) 17...Ãg6, and Whi te is in se ri ous trou -
ble.
16...Õhg8 17.©xf7
17.©xh7 is met by 17...Àg5 18.©d3 Ãc5
19.Õf4 Õxd4! 20.Õxd4 ©xe5+ 21.Àe2 Ãxd4 
22.©xd4 Àf3+! 23.gxf3 ©xd4 24.Àxd4
Õg1+, and Black has a win ning end ga me.
17...Õxg2 18.©xe6+
18.Àxe4 is no bet ter; af ter 18...Õxd4
19.©xe6+ (or 19.Àd6+ ®b8), 19...®b8
Black wins.
18...®b8  19.0-0-0 Ãg5+ 20.®b1 Àd2+
21.Õxd2 Õxd2 22.Ãb6
This is pro ba bly what Whi te had in ten ded. But 
Black throws a se ri ous span ner in the works!
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22...©xc3! 23.Ãxd8
23.bxc3 runs into 23...Õd1+ 24.Õxd1 Õxd1+
25.®b2 Ãc1+, and mate on the next move.
23...©f3!
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The point of the move 22...©xc3! The queen
is un toucha ble in view of mate on d1, which is 
very much on the cards any way.
24.Ãc7+ ®xc7 25.©f7+ ©xf7 26.Õxf7+ 
Õd7
Whi te re sig ned.

SI 26.6

í Ankerst
n Panchenko

Bled 1992

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Àxd4
Àf6 5.Àc3 d6 6.Ãc4 e6 7.Ãe3 Ãe7 8.f4 
 0-0
Also in te res ting is 8...d5!?, which is fol lo wed 
by 9.exd5 exd5 10.Ãb5 Ãd7 11.©f3, with an
un clear po si ti on.
9.©f3 Àxd4
After 9...Àa5 Whi te sim ply goes 10.Ãd3.
10.Ãxd4 e5
Anot her re a so na ble idea is 10...©a5  11.0-0,
and only then 11...e5.
11.Ãe3
11.fxe5 dxe5 12.Ãxe5 is met by 12...Àg4
13.Ãf4 ©d4 14.Ãd3 Ãb4! 15.Ãd2 Ãc5, and
Black has com pen sa ti on for the pawn, ac cor -
ding to Pan chenko.
11...exf4 12.Ãxf4
After 12.©xf4, 12...Àg4 looks like a good
 reply.
12...©a5 13.Ãb3 Ãg4 14.©d3?!
Bet ter was 14.©g3 when, ac cor ding to Pan -
chenko, 14...Ãd7 is Black’s strong est re ply.
14...d5!
Anot her pawn sa cri fi ce!
15.exd5
15.e5 is fol lo wed by 15...d4! 16.©xd4 Àd7
17.©d5 Ãc5, with com pen sa ti on, whi le af ter
15.Ãxd5 Àxd5 16.©xd5 ©b6 17.©b3 ©d4
Black also has good play for the pawn.
15...Ãc5 16.h3?!
Whi te should have play ed 16.®d2! at once,

alt hough Black has good pros pects af ter
16...Õfd8 17.Õae1 Ãb4, again ac cor ding to
Pan chenko.
16...Õfe8+ 17.®d2?
Now this move is ni ce ly re fu ted. Cor rect was
17.®f1, with good pros pects for Black af ter
17...Ãh5 (or 17...Ãd7!?) 18.g4 Ãg6 19.©b5
©xb5+ 20.Àxb5 Ãe4, Pan chenko.

T_._T_M_
jJ_._JjJ
._._.s._
d.lI_._.
._._.bL_
_BnQ_._I
IiIk._I_
r._._._R

T_._T_M_
jJ_._JjJ
._._.s._
d.lI_._.
._._.bL_
_BnQ_._I
IiIk._I_
r._._._R

17...Ãe2! 18.©f5
After 18.©xe2 Õxe2+ 19.®xe2 Ãb4 Whi te
has to be lost.
18...Àe4+ 19.®c1 ©xc3! 20.©xe4
Or 20.bxc3 Ãa3+ 21.®b1 Àxc3 mate!
20...Õxe4
Whi te re sig ned.

SI 26.6

í De Firmian
n Grischuk

Esbjerg  2000

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.Àc3 d6 4.d4 cxd4
5.Àxd4 Àf6 6.Ãc4 e6 7.Ãe3 Ãe7 8.f4
 0-0 9.©f3 e5!?
Black can also play 9...a6 or 9...©a5, or even
9...Àxd4 10.Ãxd4 e5 – as in Ankerst-
 Panchenko.
10.Àxc6 bxc6 11.f5
After 11.fxe5 dxe5 12.h3 Black can choose
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be tween 12...Ãe6 and 12...Àe8, in both ca ses
with ap proxi ma te ly equal play.
11...©a5  12.0-0-0 Ãb7
An al ter na ti ve is 12...Õb8!?, e.g. 13.Ãb3 (ac -
cor ding to Go lu bev Whi te should play
13.Ãd2!? now to pre vent the co ming ex -
change sa cri fi ce) 13...Õxb3! 14.cxb3 d5
15.exd5 cxd5 16.Õxd5 Àxd5 17.Àxd5 Ãd6
18.Õd1 ©xa2 19.Àf6+ ®h8! (19...gxf6? lo -
ses: 20.Ãh6 ®h8 (the only move) 21.Ãxf8,
Ga prin dash vi li-Har toch, Amster dam 1976,
as 21...Ãxf8 is met by 22.Õd8) 20.Õxd6 gxf6
21.Ãh6?! (21.Ãd2 looks bet ter) 21...Õg8
22.Õd2? (this is very bad; Whi te must not re -
lin quish squa re a6) 22...©a1+ 23.®c2 ©a6
24.g4 Ãb7, and Black had a win ning at tack,
Bor kow ski-Tu pek, Slupsk 1992.
13.Ãb3 d5!? 14.exd5
Whi te is as good as for ced to ac cept the pawn
sa cri fi ce, as af ter 14.Ãd2?!, 14...Ãb4! 15.a3
Ãxc3 16.Ãxc3 ©c7 is good for Black.
14...cxd5 15.Àxd5 Ãxd5 16.Ãxd5 e4
17.Ãxe4 Õab8
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18.Ãd5!
18.®b1? runs into 18...Õxb2+!, and mate,
whi le 18.a3? is met by 18...Õxb2!, and it is
plain to see that this also wins.
18...Õxb2!
The con se quen ce of what went be fo re; but
now things are less clear.
19.®xb2 Àxd5 20.©xd5?!

Now Black has per pe tu al check. 20.Õxd5?
was clear ly not pos si ble in view of 20...Ãa3+, 
and mate, but with Golubev’s sug ge sti on of
20.Ãd4! Whi te could have te sted the cor rect -
ness of Black’s play. The ques ti on is whe ther
Black would have enough com pen sa ti on for
the sa cri fi ced ex change af ter, for exam ple
20...Õb8+ 21.®a1 Àb4 22.©b3 ©xf5
(22...Àc6? is met by 23.©g3) 23.Õd2 ©f4
24.©c3.
20...Ãa3+ 21.®b1 ©xd5 22.Õxd5 Õb8+ 
23.®a1 Ãb2+ 24.®b1
Draw.

SI 26.7

í Pav lov
n Kharitonov

Cor re spon dence game 1986

1.e4 c5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Àxd4
Àf6 5.Àc3 d6 6.Ãc4 e6 7.Ãe3 Ãe7
8.©e2
The no to ri ous Ve li mi ro vic At tack.
 8...0-0  9.0-0-0 a6 10.Ãb3 ©c7 11.g4
For the se cond main line, 11.Õhg1, I re fer to
the ga mes that can be found un der the code SI
26.8 below.
11...Àxd4 12.Õxd4
After 12.Ãxd4 Black can pro ba bly sa fe ly
play 12...e5 13.Ãe3 Ãxg4.
12...Àd7
Now 12...e5?! is du bi ous in view of 13.Õc4
©d8 14.g5, e.g. af ter 14...Àd7 15.Õxc8!?
©xc8 16.Àd5 Ãd8 17.h4, and Black’s po si ti -
on isn’t all that gre at.
13.g5 b5
The al ter na ti ve is 13...Àc5. I have to re fer you 
to the the o ry books.
14.©h5 Õd8 15.Õg1 Àc5 16.e5
In or der to take the rook quic kly to h4. An al -
ter na ti ve is 16.Õg3, which could be fol lo wed
by 16...g6 17.©h6 Ãf8 18.©h4 Ãe7!? 19.f4
h5 20.f5 Õb8, with an un clear po si ti on. Thus
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