
Book Re view

Books and Bases

Now a days most se ri ous wood-
push ers have ac cess to large da ta -
bases with hun dreds of thou sands,
if not mil lions, of games. De tailed
ar chives (even with an no ta tions!)
and re cent games are avail able in
vast quan ti ties for the mod est ef -
fort of a few mouse-clicks. So it
seems rea son able to ask the ques -
tion: Why do we still need chess
books?
My per sonal view is that books
about gen eral strat egy, endgames
and pub li ca tions such as New In
Chess are more di gest ible on pa per 
and I sus pect that most folk would
prob a bly agree. Com puter-use is
still de vel op ing in the chess en vi -
ron ment, but I be lieve that the
main area still con cerns open ing
prep a ra tion. If these sup po si tions
are true then it may be that
non-open ing books pass the test,
but... do we re ally need opening
books these days?

There is a readi ness (and a temp ta -
tion!) for some au thors to re pro -
duce on pa per what their search
en gine finds on their com puter and 
vir tu ally leave it at that. Un for tu -
nately (apart from get ting bad re -
views!) they are likely to leave
their read er ship unfulfilled.

An au thor’s job is not just to ob tain 
and pres ent in for ma tion, it is
surely to ana lyse and in ter pret the
con se quences of events and then
en able his read er ship to un der -
stand and gain ben e fit. So he
should por tray sev eral qual i ties;
those of a sci en tist and scholar
added to the tal ent of an ed u ca tor,
hav ing a sense of hu mour and so
on. Nat u rally, be ing a de cent an a -

lyst with a prac ti cal sense helps,
how ever the most fundamental is
being able to write.
By writ ing I mean cre at ing text
that’s worth read ing!
So for me, for an open ing book to
main tain it’s right ful place it must
have hu man in put: prac ti cal ideas,
feel ings, an ec dotes, com par i sons,
per sonal ex pe ri ences and anal y sis, 
to en hance es sen tial game
references.

The three books that I re view this
time all con tain plenty of these so
that’s good news for those who
still like the ex pe ri ence of a real
(rather than vir tual) open ing book!

Pe ter Wells
Win ning With The Trompowsky
Batsford 2003
240 pages, paperback

When Pe ter Wells puts pen to pa -
per (or should this be up dated with
‘fin ger to key board’?) he does n’t
skimp. His epic Com plete
Semi-Slav from 1994 co mes to
mind, which is so full of fun da -
men tal logic it’s still use ful to day
for ex pla na tions be hind ideas and
move-or ders.
Here again Batsford sup port his
cre ative tal ent to pub lish  200-odd
pages of meaty dis cus sion.

The au thor’s ex pressed mo tive be -
hind his re cent book is ‘...pro-
viding a means for nor mal bal -
anced hu man be ings to do con tin -
ued bat tle with the da ta base
fa nat ics...’
An im por tant prin ci ple for any
chess book!
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He is nat u rally not con tent to just
re pro duce out put from some re -
cent da ta base, nor abridge the pro -
cess of hu man thought with a
timely chess sym bol. No, Pe ter (a
lead ing prac ti tio ner of this open -
ing) is one to give us his own sen ti -
ments about just about ev ery
vari a tion in the book. His logic is
spot on, well-com bined with ap -
pro pri ate ref er ences (up to early
2003) and ex plained with clar ity.
It’s great read ing and makes play -
ing through each of the 52 an no -
tated games a gen u ine plea sure. As 
if that is n’t enough, we are given
con clu sions, as well as sup ple -
men tary sec tions en ti tled ‘il lus tra -
tive non-rep er toire games’ or
‘an a lytic and the o ret i cal ar ti cles’
at var i ous mo ments.
‘Win ning with...’ books are some -
times eco nom i cal with the truth in
their quest to pro mote an open ing,
but the au thor has bent over back -
wards to give both sides of the ar -
gu ment. This is hardly sur pris ing
as Pe ter Wells is a mas ter in the art
of il lu mi nat ing the ins and outs of
an open ing and the work makes
con vinc ing reading.
The reader will not only be able to
de velop his un der stand ing of this
pop u lar (well, at least amongst
Eng lish play ers) way of play ing,
but I feel that it will en able the or -

di nary mor tal to better grasp the
thought pro cesses of a Grand-
 master.

I took a cou ple of crit i cal lines and
in ves ti gated how well the book
stood up to a closer look. Rather
well ac tu ally...
1.d4 Àf6 2.Ãg5 Àe4 3.Ãf4 c5
4.f3 ©a5 5.c3 Àf6 6.d5 ©b6
7.Ãc1 e6 8.c4 ed5 9.cd5 c4
10.e3 Ãc5 11.®f2  0-0 12.Ãc4
Õe8
Here af ter the al ter na tive con tin u a -
tion 12...d6 13.Àe2 Àbd7
14.Àbc3 Àe5 15.Àa4 ©b4 16.b3
(the au thor states: ‘A strong move
which to my mind pretty much re -
futes the line for Black’) 16...b5!?
(a re cent nov elty) 17.Ãd2! (in -
stead 17.a3 ©a5 18.b4 ©a4
19.Ãb3 ©a6 20.bc5 dc5 21.e4
Ãd7 was only equal in S.Buckley-
Gormally, Portsmouth 2003)
17...Àeg4 (17...Ãe3 18.®e3! Àc4
19.bc4 Õe8 (19...©a4 20.©a4 ba4
21.®d4! Ãa6 22.Àg3å) 20.®f2
©a4 21.©a4 ba4 22.Àd4Ç)
18.fg4 Àe4 19.®e1 Àd2 20.a3!
©a5 21.©d2 ©d2 22.®d2 ba4
23.b4 Ãb6 24.g5Ç. These sam ple
vari a tions are prob a bly not the end
of the story, but White seems to re -
tain some ad van tage.
13.©b3 ©d8
Wells suspects that this move is
best.
14.Àe2 d6 15.Ãb5!?
In stead Wells rec om mends
15.Àbc3 a6 16.a4 Àbd7 17.Àg3
Àe5 18.Ãe2.
15...Àbd7 16.Àbc3 a6 17.Ãd7
Ãd7 18.Àg3
18.©b7?? Ãb6î
18...b5
with prac ti cal com pen sa tion,
Chernin-Volokitin, Warsaw rapid
2002

Pe ter Wells’ cov er age of the typ i -
cal Trompowsky end game from
the fol low ing di a gram (pages
62-73) is lit tle short of superb.
1.d4 Àf6 2.Ãg5 Àe4 3.Ãf4 c5
4.f3 ©a5 5.Àd2 Àf6 6.c3 cd4
7.Àb3 ©b6 8.©d4 Àc6 9.©b6

ab6
Typ i cal play con tin ues as fol lows:

T_L_Ml.t
_J_JjJjJ
.jS_.s._
_._._._.
._._.b._
_Ni._I_.
Ii._I_Ii
r._.kBnR

T_L_Ml.t
_J_JjJjJ
.jS_.s._
_._._._.
._._.b._
_Ni._I_.
Ii._I_Ii
r._.kBnR

10.Àd4 e5 11.Àc6 ef4
Heb den’s 11...dc6!? is a dou ble-
edged gam bit.
12.Àd4 d5
Wells con sid ers 12...Ãc5?! to be
in fe rior.
Now 13.e3 or even 13.g3  come
un der the Eng lish GM’s mi cro -
scope. No game played in the last
few months seems to chal lenge his
work in this line.
Each twist and turn in the open ing
ad ven ture is given a per sonal
brand of Wells’s scru tiny.  You’ll
have to get the book to see what I
mean, but it’s re ally good stuff!   
The whole sec tion de serves at ten -
tion even by non-Tromp play ers,
as Pe ter’s com ments are just so
stimulating!

A word of warn ing how ever, Wells 
has not aimed to be com pre hen sive 
and so some lesser vari a tions are
ex cluded from this ‘rep er toire’
(1.d4 Àf6 2.Ãg5 Àe4 3.h4 and
3.Ãh4 for ex am ple, al though to be
fair in his in tro duc tion Pe ter does
ex plain why the lat ter is con sid -
ered in fe rior these days). The au -
thor’s ‘per sonal jour ney through
the Trompowsky’ ap pealed to me,
but I sus pect that some will re gret
the ex clu sion of such off-beat
lines.
In his own games Wells, af ter 1.d4
d5, plays 2.c4, but a num ber of
Trompowsky play ers like to try
2.Ãg5, which de spite be ing better
known these days still leads to
fairly untheoretical play. Pe ter
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omits this al to gether, but it may
have been worth a game or two, as
not all ‘Tromp’ fans are go ing to
want to bother learn ing the Slav
and Queen’s Gambit.

All play ers who may face the po si -
tion with 1.d4 Àf6 2.Ãg5 on the
chess board will ben e fit from
 Peter’s work and should buy it.
Def i nitely one of those books that
peo ple will talk about for years to
come.

Chris Ward
Nimzo-In dian:
Kasparov Vari a tion
Ev ery man 2003
160 pages, paperback

The ti tle is in trigu ing: Kasparov
Vari a tion? What’s that then?
Hmmm, did n’t hear of that one be -
fore!?
Ev ery man and the au thor have
clearly ‘jazzed-up’ the ti tle to help
sell their prod uct. But who can
blame them as there is no easy al -
ter na tive to hand!?
In fact, Chris Ward deals with a se -
lec tion of sys tems based around
the Nimzo-In dian with 4.Àf3. The
‘hy brid’ Nimzo-Queen’s In dian
with 4...b6 5.Ãg5 (so-called as it
also arises via the QID) and the
fianchetto line with 4...c5 5.g3 are

each al lo cated a third of the book.
The rest con sists of bits and pieces: 
 4...0-0 and 4...d6 as well as 4...b6
5.©b3!? (with the in ten tion of
6.Ãg5) which gives some va ri ety,
but does n’t stray too far from
Ward’s repertoire.
A va ri ety of vari a tions that il lus -
trate Chris Ward’s ef forts over the
years to chal lenge the Nimzo.

Ward is well-known as a spe cial ist
in these, and other ag gres sive
1.d4-lines. He uses no less than
10(!) of his own en coun ters (8 with 
White, 2 with Black) as part of 68
com plete games that are pre sented
in the typ i cal Ev ery man for mat.
For the un ini ti ated each chap ter is
rounded-off with a skel e ton of
vari a tions and a brief sum mary.
The vari a tions are dealt with in
suf fi cient de tail, but em pha sis is
made to pres ent the ma te rial in a
reader-friendly approach.

Ward’s chatty down-to-earth ap -
proach ex udes an easy-go ing na -
ture. His books are ‘fun’ to read
and, per haps be cause of this, they
re tain one’s at ten tion. I found my -
self skim ming through the pages
look ing for the next cheeky re -
mark, and that in turn stim u lated
me to play through the whole
game. The ex cel lent game se lec -
tion is also geared to wards en ter -
tain ment as well as instruction.

As I’ve writ ten be fore, Chris Ward
is an ex cel lent au thor when deal -
ing with a sub ject that he knows
well, so I’m over all happy with the
book, but a cou ple of points that I
had to men tion.
I don’t want to gripe for gripe’s
sake, but bear ing in mind his likely
read er ship, I had to speak out!
The main (and un der stand able)
omis sion is 4.Àf3 d5 which de -
spite be ing an im por tant re ply,
does di rectly trans pose to the
Queen’s Gam bit. There is no-way
he could cover the Ragozin or
 Vienna in full, but he could have
of fered a game or two to give

club-play ers the gist of a White
set-up, but with 160 pages al ready
chock-a-block he was prob a bly
un der in struc tions not to overdo it.
Through out the book, the au thor
has a pro pen sity to in clude whole
games in his notes with vir tu ally
no com ments. This seems out of
place in an Ev ery man en vi ron -
ment. I would have pre ferred cit -
ing the next ten moves (in stead of
 30-50!) but with a few suc cinct an -
no ta tions. This would n’t have
abused space con straints but
would have helped round-off one’s 
gen eral understanding.

This is al most cer tainly the first
ma jor tome that con cen trates on
these vari a tions, and as Ward him -
self has added so much in di vid ual
in ter pre ta tion to the the ory the
book is ground-break ing. There is
some thing here for all stan dards as
he deals both with the fun da men tal 
strat egy and the latest quirks.
There must be a slight dan ger that
not that many White play ers will
be en thused by a less-than-fash -
ion able sys tem, but nev er the less
it’s a rec om mended read for all
Nimzo play ers (White or Black!).

Dorian Rogozenko
Anti-Si cil ians: 
A Guide for Black
Gam bit 2003
192 pages, pa per back

Be lieve it or not, it’s nearly ten
years since Joe Gallagher brought
out his fine Batsford book Beat ing
the Anti-Si cil ians (1994). That ap -
proach hit the right note and these
Coun ter ing the Anti-Fun Vari a -
tions type books are now com mon -
place. Learn ing the Open Si cil ian
is a ma jor un der tak ing, so many
play ers opt to avoid it, so-much-so
that Raetsky’s re cent Meet ing 1.e4
(an Ev ery man book pro pos ing a
Si cil ian Four Knights rep er toire)
con se crated as much as half the
book to these Anti-Si cil ian lines.
Joe Gallagher’s pref er ence as a
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Najdorf-player was to slant his
work to wards a Si cil ian 2...d6 ap -
proach. Rogozenko has gone a
stage fur ther han dling these lines
from the point of view of 2...Àc6
and 2...e6 as well as 2...d6, i.e.
Black’s three prin ci ple sec ond
moves.
Chap ter Seven is an other bo nus,
2.Àf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.©d4 which I
have n’t seen cov ered in other
Anti-Si cil ian works. An an noy ing
sys tem which de spite be ing ‘open’
stops the Si cil ian player get ting
into his pet-line.

East Eu ro pean au thors are a mixed
bunch, but there is a ten dency for
them to stick to vari a tions, as sess -
ments and the strict min i mum of
ex pla na tions. Per haps they don’t
feel con fi dent in Eng lish or some -
thing gets lost in the trans la tion.
How ever, Rogozenko’s book is not 
like that at all! His Eng lish is im -
pec ca ble (no sug ges tion of a trans -
la tor), full of use ful hints and is not 
afraid of spend ing a cou ple of
para graphs to develop his
argument.

In gen eral, Gam bit books are
prone to get bogged down in ex -
ces sive de tail and end up with vari -
a tions such as B33222. There is a
hint of this (see page 81!) in the
cut ting-edge vari a tions of the

Alapin and Rossolimo, but even
here the au thor’s log i cal and
highly in struc tive text wins the
day. Be cause of the na ture of the
book he has cut-out the su per flu -
ous, thus con cen trat ing on cer tain
lines, a nice mix of the prac ti cal
and the prin ci pled. Not ev ery one
will agree with his choice of vari a -
tions but in cer tain cases he picks
out two ideas: One solid (but
some times dull), the other spicy
(but a shade risky). The lines he
chooses are given a thor ough cov -
er age in clud ing his own anal y ses
(both lit er ary and chess) and sen ti -
ments. I found a few 2002 ref er -
ences so the book is rea son ably
up-to-date. Par tic u larly note wor -
thy is the wide spread use of prac ti -
cal ad vice on move-or ders and
gen eral aims, with out doubt a
great help for the less-experienced
Sicilian player.

All-in-all, an ex cel lent first book
which Si cil ian play ers of all
strengths would be wise to get hold 
of. 

Harald Keilhack
Der Linksspringer 1.Sc3
Schachverlag Kania 2003
400 pages, hardcover
(in Ger man)

At last the book of which I had
hoped some one would find the
time to do it, has been writ ten.
Not ex actly as I would have
wished it, of course; but af ter three
years of un flag ging in dus try
Harald Keilhack has pub lished an
elab o rate, fairly all-em brac ing
book of al most 400 pages about
1.Àc3. More than four times the
size of mine.
It is a waste of time to go look ing
for miss ing games or vari a tions. In
seven chap ters the au thor treats al -
most all the rel e vant as pects of his
sub ject, and he does so by dis cuss -
ing 99 games, richly il lus trated
with di a grams and com ments that,

be sides the high ways, also in clude
a great many by ways. He set him -
self the task of in clud ing ev ery in -
de pend ent vari a tion that could
pos si bly oc cur af ter 1.Àc3, which
is also the rea son why he of fers a
lot of trans po si tions to other open -
ings as well, such as the French,
the Caro-Kann, the Philidor, etc. –
far more than I did. He also takes
out time to com pare the struc tures
and po si tions of the dif fer ent open -
ings.
I find it praise wor thy that, in do ing
so, he also aims at build ing bridges 
be tween the worlds of the ‘of fi cial’ 
open ing the ory and its ‘al ter na tive’ 
cousin, claim ing that this open ing
is ex cel lently suited for this pur -
pose, un like open ings like 1.b4.
Ac cord ing to the au thor, the prob -
lem of un or tho dox open ings is not
so much their in fe rior qual ity as
the lack of re li able the ory un der -
pin ning them, and to his mind this
is the main rea son why pro fes -
sional play ers re fuse to take these
open ings se ri ously.
The book is very much a prod uct
of Ger man Gründlichkeit (so
much so that at times you’d al most
think you were read ing a doc toral
dis ser ta tion), and you’d some -
times won der whether all of it is
re ally rel e vant and who pre cisely
is wait ing for a se ri ous anal y sis of
vari a tions like 1.Àc3 e5 2.Àf3
Ãc5; 1.Àc3 Àf6 2.b3 or 2.g4 (the
‘Tübinger Gam bit’), etc. Nor is he
par tic u larly se lec tive in choos ing
his games: be sides games like
Morozevich-Kasparov he also se -
ri ously dis cusses games of unrated 
am a teurs and games that were
never meant to be taken se ri ously.
As in any book, there are also in ac -
cu ra cies: the au thor is rather in -
clined to put his own gloss on
things, for in stance by as sum ing
de ci sive in flu ences like time-trou -
ble or emo tion with out ad duc ing
any rea sons for do ing so. He also
tends to jump to con clu sions re -
gard ing re sults, over look ing that
these may have noth ing to do with
the open ing play. But all this is of
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mi nor im por tance – no book is per -
fect.
What I find more se ri ous, how ever, 
is that he fails to pres ent a ‘phi los -
o phy’ of the move 1.Àc3 it self; its
spe cific char ac ter is tics com pared
to other open ing moves. In some
places (e.g. p.180) he ad mit tedly
de scribes the ‘in tel lec tual sur plus
value’ of 1.Àc3, but we look in
vain for a sys tem atic ex po si tion of
its mer its and draw backs, and this
also ap plies to the trans po si tions to 
other open ings and al ter na tive
third moves there. Be cause of this,
many moves just seem to have
fallen out of the sky, as if they were 
no more than ac ci den tal tac ti cal
tricks. Just one ex am ple: af ter
1.Àc3 e5 2.Àf3 Àc6 3.d4 ed4
4.Àd4 g6(?!) the move 5.Àd5 is
born out of the phi los o phy that
Àc3 is a de vel op ing move in it self,
in con trast to 1.e4, which just pre -
pares the de vel op ment of a piece
(Ãf1); this makes 5.Àd5 im pos si -
ble in the Scotch Open ing, of
course. Al though the au thor pres -
ents some in ter est ing stra te gic
con cepts (partly his own) about
good and bad bish ops and the rel a -
tive val ues of side and cen tral
pawns, etc., you can’t but feel that
to a large ex tent he is just de scrib -
ing and com par ing other peo ple’s
ideas (and I surely have lit tle rea -
son to com plain about the credit he 

gives to me as the pi o neer of this
open ing, and it is a good thing he
doesn’t al ways do so).
Since we are vir tu ally the only
peo ple who have dealt with this
open ing in a se ri ous way, it might
be use ful to say a few words about
the ba sic dif fer ences be tween our
ap proaches. In my books I was
mainly con cerned with the ba sic
ideas, while the vari a tions and
games I gave mainly served as il -
lus tra tions of these ideas and to in -
vite the reader to com pose games
out of all this (with out any fur ther
pre ten sions: a bit like Fine’s fa -
mous book). Keilhack is much
more con cerned with the moves
them selves. To put it strongly:
whereas I tried to de scribe the
weap ons, he de scribes the bat tle.
Maybe some day a book should be
writ ten about ‘The Ideas be hind
Al ter na tive Chess Open ings’.
Sur pris ingly enough, Keilhack
seems to have missed this dif fer -
ence in ap proach, thus cre at ing un -
nec es sary mis un der stand ings. In
some of his other crit i cisms, how -
ever, he is quite right; he
fine-combs ev ery thing for er rors
and finds them ev ery where, also in 
books by peo ple like me, who
wrote in the pre-com puter era. 
But some times our judg ments dif -
fer fun da men tally. A good ex am -
ple would be the po si tion on p.267;

.tLdM_.t
j._J_JlJ
._J_.jJ_
_._._._.
._.b._._
_._._._.
IiI_IiIi
r._QkB_R

.tLdM_.t
j._J_JlJ
._J_.jJ_
_._._._.
._.b._._
_._._._.
IiI_IiIi
r._QkB_R

Whereas I pre fer the white po si -
tion, Keilhack seems to be slightly
in fa vour of the black one, an opin -
ion he bases on con sid er ations of
dy na mism, etc., which I can not go
into here. But in chess his tory

greater spir its than ours have held
di ver gent views. More over, they
are only in ci den tal; in some 90 per
cent of cases we seem to agree.

To sum up then, this is a top-class
book, de spite my mi nor quib bles.
That is to say, as long as he sticks to 
chess and stays away from chess
play ers or tour na ments. But un for -
tu nately he does n’t, so he con -
stantly ex poses him self as a real
closet scholar with lit tle idea of the 
real world. His char ac ter de scrip -
tions and the mo tives he as cribes to 
chess play ers are all de mon stra bly
wrong. A ‘fun tour na ment’ with
noth ing at stake near a farm in
France in the Ardèche is de scribed
as if it was a kind of world cham pi -
on ship, with out the slight est idea
that in such a won der ful en vi ron -
ment some play ers might have
other pri or i ties than chess re sults.
Also, the world of cor re spon dence
chess seems quite alien to him.
But if we just pass over this non -
sense, as we do over the non-rel e -
vant vari a tions and games, more
than 200 pages with a lot of valu -
able in for ma tion re main.
I hope that both reg u lar and al ter -
na tive play ers will read and en joy
this book. I my self cer tainly did,
and not only be cause it was a plea -
sure to see the con cepts I had de -
vel oped so long ago worked out in
so many dif fer ent ways. The most
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im por tant thing is that this book
may stim u late more play ers to play 
this open ing, for I know from both
my own and other peo ple’s ex pe ri -
ence that it can give a lot of play ing 
plea sure and fun.
(re view by D.D. van Geet)

Glenn Flear
The ...a6 Slav
Ev ery man 2003
176 pages, pa per back

In my Check point col umn at
ChessCafe.com, I have re viewed
other books by Flear such as the
Open Ruy Lopez and Off beat
Span ish, and he has also authored
some worth while books on the
end game. While you may only
know Glenn Flear as your fa vour -
ite book re viewer, I had the plea -
sure of play ing him some 15 years
ago. Need less to say, as he was a
grand mas ter and I was just a young 
punk, he won the game with out
much ef fort. How ever, af ter the
game he gained my ad mi ra tion by
tak ing the time to ex am ine the
game with me and show me where
I went wrong. In fact, the ideas
from that post mor tem have in the
years since then helped me put
some nice wins to gether. 
In his lat est book, Flear takes on
what are at pres ent ar gu ably the
hot test lines in the Slav, namely
those lines in which Black plays an 
early ...a6. For the un ini ti ated,
there is more than one line: 

 1) 1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 Àf6
4.Àc3 a6

 2) 1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 Àf6
4.e3 a6

 3) 1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àc3 Àf6
4.e3 a6

 4) White does not play d2-d4.

These lines were once con sid ered
off beat and some what du bi ous al -
ter na tives to the main lines in the
Slav; Kortchnoi, on one mem o ra -
ble oc ca sion, even awarded 4...a6 a 
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ques tion mark. A lot has changed
since then; in fact it seems likely
that it was the ...a6 vari a tion that
con vinced Kasparov to take up the
Slav.
How ever, even be fore Kasparov
showed any in ter est in this line, it
was a hot com mod ity for many of
to day’s stron gest grand masters
such as Shirov, Bologan,
Morozevich, Bareev, I. Sokolov,
Piket and M. Gurevich, to men tion
but a few. They have all helped de -
velop these lines into what they are 
to day. It is n’t too dif fi cult to un der -
stand why these lines are so pop u -
lar: With a solid foun da tion, Black
can cre ate dy namic play as well as
un bal anced po si tions, al low ing the 
sec ond player to play for a win
with out tak ing too many un nec es -
sary risks. Black’s aim is to de -
velop his light-squared bishop
out side his pawn chain and de fend
a pos si ble at tack against his
queenside with ei ther ...b5 or the
more odd-look ing ...Õa7!?. But he
can also take a dif fer ent tack, keep -
ing the bishop at home at c8 with
the in ten tion grab bing space on the 
queenside with ...b7-b5. 
In the in tro duc tion, Flear tells us
that this book was re ally in spired
by French GM Eric Prié, for whom 
this sys tem is a fa vour ite. In ci den -
tally, Prié has pro vided Flear with
a lot of his anal y sis in these lines.
Prié and Flear’s new ideas and
orig i nal anal y sis are pres ent ev ery -
where in the book, mak ing it es pe -
cially valu able for any one who
might en ter these lines. The ma te -
rial is di vided into 12 chap ters,
nine of which arise af ter 1.d4 d5
2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 Àf6 4.Àc3 a6
(alternative 1 above), while the re -
main ing three chap ters are split up
with a chap ter each for the line
where White avoids or de lays
Àc3, one where he de lays or

avoids Àf3 and fi nally one where
he de lays or avoids d2-d4.
For some rea son, some ob vi ous ref -
er ence works such as Bur gess’s
2001 vol ume, The Slav, Rogo-
zenko’s CD, pub lished by Chess-
Base or even Sadler’s 1997 book on 
this open ing are not cited. The au -
thor does seem to rely upon the ref -
er ence da ta base Megabase  2000,
which is at least two years old. As a
re sult, some in ter est ing ideas and
worth while anal y sis are omit ted.
This, how ever, is more than out -
weighed by new and orig i nal in put
by the au thors. Here is one of the
many ex am ples:
1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Àf3 Àf6 4.Àc3
a6 5.c5 Àbd7 6.Ãf4 Àh5 7.Ãg5
h6, and now:
‘Af ter 8.Ãh4 [CH: The main line
con tin ues with 8.Ãd2] 8...g5
9.Ãg3 Àg3 10.hg3 Ãg7 11.e4?!
(11.e3 is more solid) 11...de4
12.Àe4 Black is do ing rather well:

T_LdM_.t
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 1) 12...©a5 13.Àc3 g4 14.Àh4
Àc5! 15.Ãe2 (in event of 15.dc5
Ãc3 16.bc3 ©c3 17.®e2 the
stron gest is 17...©e5! 18.®d2
Ãe6 19.Ãd3  0-0-0 which seems to
be win ning for Black) 15...Àe4
16.Õc1 and Black was a clean
pawn up in S.Wil liams-Sinkevich,
Mill field 2002.
 2) 12...g4 13.Àg1, when in
Laurain-Prié, Béziers 2002, in -
stead of 13...Àf8, Black should

have played 13...©a5! 14.Àc3
Àc5 15.dc5 Ãc3 16.bc3 ©c3
17.®e2 ©e5 18.®d2 Ãf5 and
wins (Prié).’
The games an no ta tions are ac ces -
si ble and un der stand able, some -
thing that is ab so lutely es sen tial to
make a book like this work to its
op ti mum. The an no ta tions to the
il lus tra tive games are well-writ ten
and in for ma tive, and you re ally
feel when study ing the an no tated
games that your un der stand ing of
chess in gen eral has been en -
hanced, while you are full of con fi -
dence about this open ing in
par tic u lar. 

In short, this book has up-to-date
cov er age, lots of im prove ments
and orig i nal anal y sis and
well-writ ten and in for ma tive
game an no ta tions.
I ex pect you will en joy the ef fort
the au thor has put into this book,
and per haps you will feel as I did
af ter my game with Flear 15 years
ago: en light ened and full of hope. I 
can highly rec om mend this book.
(re view by Carsten Hansen)
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